
CHAPTER ONE

Ehe I"{ORGAN FanilY at Pencoed (t )

The JCNES FanilY

JENKIN MORGAN and the fRUMANS
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I"iorgans appear to have been settled' in lhe hamlet of

Pencoed for a long tinre, according to such parisb records as

survivetoday.TheLiNDTAXiSSESS],IENTSfortheparishofcoy-
churchrwhichinclud.ed'PencoedtarebeldattheGlanorganRecord
Office at County Ha}I in Cardiff' The Land Tax "ras 

in iorce for

somet,roandahalicenturiesbeforeitwasabolishedinlgSS.
fhe surviving coychurch assessnents run fron 1?82 into the 1890s'

sliowingmanyoccupiersbearingthenaneof}"[organ,andafewiior'gans
asactualproprietorsofland.AmongthelatterthenameofJENKI}T
I"IORGAN occurs as the proprietor of a house and land in nis own

occupation (cnons FARt't) and also as the ol'Iner of property which he

let to other occupiers, such as the vrool}en factory Cwrt Glvilyrc..

Jenkinl"iorganalsoappearsinthe]-istsaSoccupierof}andowned
by Charl-es Edr.'rin, Esoulret one line Lord' of the i'ianor of Coity

vJalli.a; tbis nay be the copyhold" land that was the subject of a wilL

oflTTlandthedocu.mentofl?B5,to'nlhichlshallreferlater.It
,nrould Seem that the freehold. of Groes Farm bac, long been held in tbe

}lqanfanrily,afactthatentitledJenkinl,'lorgantobedescribedas
ilyeoosrrrr in some of the census returnS and elser'vhere' The nametrJenkintl

wasandisrofcourserqiteconnonrbutitcropsupi::'nearlyevery
generationofthePencoedi"Icrgans.Itistirereinevery]-andiax
assessaent from 1?82 to the death of ny greiat-grand'father in 1E72t

afterthatib.eassessmentsaremadeagainethiswidowrAnni"lorganr
until she herself died. in t887, when what was left of tbe property

was doubtless sold.. From the 18?os to the r8gOs the nane'rEd"vard'

l,iorqan" appears as owner of a f ew sma1l houses tet io other i:ersons t

butldonotknowifthatEdrvardwasl]1ygrandfather.Duringt]rose
ninetyyearsfrorr^l?8?Lo18?2'andforsometimebefore,therewas
alwaysaJen]cin}4organl-ivingatGroesFarn,Pencoed,payinghis
landtax,farnringhispatrimonyandbrin8angupbischildren.The
farn was not a large one' In tbe 1851 census return my great-grand'-

father was }isted as farning ?3 aeres, but in the 'ricinity were }arge

tracts of conmon land, sucir as cefn Iiirgoed., on '.'lhich horses, cattl-e

and sheeP coulo be Pastured'

Unti}tbeJonesescanej-ntothefa.nil.ypicluretb.el,iorgans
,../ere church of EnSland (as it ihen was) and were baptised' neried

and buried at their parish church of 5t.craIlo at coychurch' Those

so}enn occasions in their hunb}e lives' o5 some of ",hem, l.Jere culy

recordedi-ntheCoyehulcl:registersnor"Id'e!ositedattireGlanorgan
Record 0ffice, and rvhich begin at i736. The tsishopts rranscripts

for coychurch af, th.e i{ational Librar-rr in Aberystwyth begin at 1721 
'



but throughout tbeir range some irears

for 1?22 and- 1?25t for instance, have

transcripts and. the parish registers

l-ist of baptisms which may reiate to

1?24 (BE)

1?26 (et)
1?3o (ls)
1?16 (et)
1?39 GR)
1?41 (pn)
1?44 (PR)

In JanuarY

i'iorgan, trwiCorrl , the relicttt' An

chattels r'ras made on t6th January

for the due edministration of Nire

are missing - ihe transcriPts
been loet" BY eorebining tbe

we can nake uP the fol.J-or'ving

our faniJ-Y.

in,rentory of his goods, cattle and

1?55. on the foll-o"ring daY a Bond

estate r,'ras entered into bY l{arY

Bantj-sms at CoYchurch

ljact.Ai.i}IEd'aughterofJenkinandCatherinei.iorgan
16 Oct JCgt{ son of Jen}:in l"torgan and' Catherine his r'rife

11 Feb CECIL d.aughter of Jenkin l'lorgan

2J Feb TgOllAS son of Jenkin l"lorgan

2?Sept}jIARGARETdaughterofJenlcinandCatherinel'iorgan
24 Feb JOAN do d'o d'o do d'o

19 Uct WILLIAI"I so d'o do d'o d'o

Some of these cbildren could rvell ?rave d'ied' young' Tbe rates

of infantile nortalily were very high. !a tbosc cays. This short

list does not include a son named. Jenlcln, rvhicb looks od'd' if there

wasafaniJ.ytraditionofpassingonthatnamefronfathertoson;
but there are thoee gaps of 17zz and 1725 wben anotber son night

have been born. Again one nust not thi.nk that every Jenkin l,lorgan

isanancestor,orthatno},lorganwithanyothernanlecanbe.Itnay
bethatlbisisthefalrilyoftheJenk:lnl,lorganr*hodiedi,n1771and
wb.ose will- (ireta al N.L.lrI.) I have had photo-copied for inclusion in

this voLumc, along r.iith ihe docunrent betr"reen the two sons ' 
Jenkin and

Wil]-ian,byl".iricb'!,tri].}i-ansoldtoJenkinhishalfshareofcertain
copyholt ProPertY.

Buttbereareothercandidatesforancestry,TheBishopls
transcripte record a nrarriage at llantrisant, a parish ad joii:'ing

coychurch, on 9ib January 1?52 between Jenkin Inlorgan and liary Thomas'

InthesubsequenlyearstheCoychurchregistersgoontorecordtbe
batrltisnoftbeirfourchildrennnarringtheparentsoneachoccasion'
which not all registers do'

narr. 9 Jan 1752
.T;{.ryIN ]'IORG;N = I'IARY THO}'TA.S

t-Irf.ioRq^N *T3+riii- ffi ffi]ffi -l,toBcaN. jiui't'it
bapt. a-r, rrE6fft baPt' at, bapt. at
coychurch colchurcb ccychurch colchurcir.
1] i'Iarcb 2? Jan 19 r:b ? olc fl62
1753 1?r? 1799

The husband, Jenkin i'torgan' appears to have d'ied' j-a 1?64'

1?65 edrlrsistration of his estate was entrusted' to I'lary
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l,iorgan, tbe l'riciow, vrith two sureties, possibly her brothers -

JenkinThomasofLl-and'yfodr^rgrtaiLor;andLod'ovickThor:asof
Llantrisant,husband.mal..Landwasnotinclud'edinthelnventory
as tbat would pass io the deceasedrs heir by operation of law'

in the absence of a wi]-l'

Icannotpretendtoanycertaintyaboutuhichofthese
trvo families produced. the succession of Jenkin l'{organs who owned

Groes Farm and the otirer properties linked with tire nane in the

landtaxassessments.0nthewholelaninclinedtolookto
Jenki-n and i.,iary who r.rere naffied in 1?52. Their son JeAkin, bora

in December i752, seetrs likel-y to have been the one r,,'ho narried

catherine Bevan (probably one of the Tre-liryn Bevans) in r?85'

Their marriage is in the coychurch transcripts, vrhich say they

r.rerettboth of this parisbrr. tieither of then lived to any great aget

tbeir burials appcaring in the parisb registers in 1804 and 1806

respectively. ',fhat link there was' if any' between the two l'Iorgan

families perhaps someone else nay discover'

married 12 .A,ugust 1?85 at Coychurch

bur. ] Aug 1804 bur. 12 Jan 1805

n)O

J3}TKII{mffi
S"pffi
Coychurch
lO June

1?94

juLy t816 at Settvrs

= AN}I
ffiu-q,s
(of Bettws

parish)

bapt. at
Cbychurch
10 June

1793

1815 at CoYchurch

AARO}T
JO}IES
T6'fTeterston-

super-
i'lontem
parish)

m.24 Jun

ARET =

ienkin and Ann here are aY

appear at the bead of the larger tables

Pencoed a ].ittle further on'

Here i should PerhaPs again refer

:he Jenkjn iior^:an "'rro 
died' in 1771 and tie

son6, since the d.ocunents are of a kind' not

grantei. land -,-o 1lis tenants in vil-l-ei-na$e j-n

s'^f igatio:r to perforri agricultural services

great-grandPai'ents anrl iheY

of the l{organ Fani}Y of

briefly to -!hg-:411-gi
deed betl'Ieen his t-r'io

seen todaY. 9g:I!919

return for iireir
cn the Lord.rs Cenesne'

1.ras a very ancient form of iand tenure uncler English lar'r; it 
"vLs

aboliebedbythelg2Spropert;rlegrslation'whi-chconvertedit
intofreehold..TheLord'ofthel4anorwould,centuriesa6c,have



With tbe passage of time these labour services changed into
money payments and though in theory the cppyhold. tenant still
held his land at the Lordrs rvill, in fact his rights were pro-

tected by the immemorial custon of the ,{anor, which regulated

the paynents the Lord. could recluire, such as fines on alienatioa
by the tenant, a h.eriot (the tenantfs best beast) on the tenaatfs

death, etc. Transactions had to be entered on the rolls of the

Iulanor court. fitle to the land r^ras evidenced by copy of the

court ro11, authenticated by the Lordts Stevrard. Sales of

copyhoS-d l-and r/ere ef f ected by Surrender and Admittance ' that
is the seLler surrend.ered his holding in the Flanor court and

the buyer l{as aCnitted as the new hoLderr or tenant, being given

a copy of the Surrende:'and Ad.nittance as his title deed. If
a copyholder vrished to leave his property by wil-l, he first
suryeadered the land to a person be chose, ca1led the f eoff ee

in trust, to be he1d. by hin on such trusts (or uses) as het

the tenant, sbouLd declare in his r.rill. After bis death the

person to whom the land r.ras left in the wiLl vrould be admitted'

as the new tenant on f,he court ro11.
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Z.lth ijetl . -t'lO>

I4ANCR of COIIY wAj,ll.{ ].N lhe Count of Glamor

fhe BARON COUET of Charles Edwin Esquire Lord of ihe said i'{anor

held in aed for lhe saic.r i'ianor at ihe cwelling house oi .iohn David

at Fencoed on Tuesday lhe tweetieth day of Septenber i-n the year one

thousanci seven hundred and ei-ghty five Before John Franklj-n Esquire

Ster.rard lhere TO tEfS CCURT cane l{illiarn David. feoffee in t'rust of

the prenises hereinafter ;:renti-oned iogether i'rith i{flLIA}I }iORG.n}I of

the parish of i{andsworth in tne County of Surrey Genilesan and in

consideration of the sum of ninety pounds of lawful flouelr of Great

tsritain to bin the said i'fi1lian I'{orgaa here in Opea Court pai-d by

his brother Jtr$I'IN I"ICRGAN of Percoed in lhe parish of Coychurch itr

lhe County of Glanorgan Yeonan SIIRP.EIIDERED inio the hands of the

Lord of the said l.lanor by tbe hands of b'is saj-d Steward by the rod

accord.iag to the Custom of the said l{aaor AL! that oae Boiety or

half share of that Custornary beld iiouse Barn Orcb'ar<i Garden aad

twelve acres of customary held land. (nore or less) cal-led Ynissodd

and trso acres adjoiaing cal1ed dwy erw wain aI.w (te the saEe nore or

less) now in the occupatj.on of the said Jenkin llorgan situate Lying

and beiag near ?encoed in the said parish of Coychu:'cir w'ithin the

I,ianor aforesaid iogether witb all i*ays waters and. '-'ratercourses rigb.ts

nembers and appurtenances to lhe saltre prenises beloaging or in aay

lrra:r appertaining in as large and anple rtaluxer as the sane was Devised

io him the said Hillian l'lorgan by his iate Falher deceased and the

Reversi On and Re.ters:ong *Renainder and Reflainders Rents Issues and

profits thereof and aL1 the Estate right title interest property
\

clais and. demaad of then the said l{i11ian David anc '',{iLl-iam }'I0rgan

or eiiher of then of in or to the sane or anir part ibereof glo TEE

INTENS that the lord of ihe saj-d Hanor by tbe ha:rds of bis said'

Sleward by the rod. according to ihe Custom oi ihe said lrianor SI{CUI!

REGRAI{I ai} and singuLar the said lrecrises wj-in the appurtenances

to hin the said Jenkln I'iorgan aad. his cu.stoaaxy Eeirs lnd assigns

forever lccorCing io the Custom of the saiC i'ianor'

T0IEESAI'nCOCRTcane:besaidJ;NKI'\i'i')Rcn'i{andlco}:of
iheLorCofti:ei'lanorbytheb'andsofn"'issaidSte-*arc'c;r
:::e rod accordiI1g io tee Cusion of ihe sa-id jiaaor l-il a::d

einqu-]a.rileCr:.ctcne-ryhel.tiEcuseBa.r;rClrclar.dGardenane
lreni-ses aforesaid and ih;ir alpul*tenances !C llOitr ibe ea-ne

'rri+,h rb.eir a::r:rienances co lill' i:le ;e'i i' i:n';; e iior;a:r anC

;i c r"rr:a=-" .=if.s aad '-.s:i .is iolqv:r =cco::a'aii 
'o ;le

l.re1.aq ri !irc qii,: -.ianor l;-.' r.-C uni=l ;ec --i.ents l:riieS
'/r- vu.- -:

;i::':-c;s -usro:s '3uits r.ne 3e:''rices --c ;:e lri"l f';e an'i- ci

i:-gh.t accus+,olx,eii Save to tbe icrd. ior a.lienaiioil:-s 3r-'te?i's

in +ia qa:.fin :la,ie his feali',t and',+ae ihereof iCri.r:ec
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LAND TAX ASSE1SSENTS at C.R.9. Cardiff

iian]-et o€ PENCOED
Parish of COYCEURCE

17eo - 3793

Prorletgr

Jil}IKIN T{ORGAN

CbarLes Bdwin, Esq.

do

do

do

Lcrd Tal-bot

do

Joha Price

CharLes Ed.win, Esq.

d.o

th,os, E{wards, Esq.

i'{ary 1'lorqan

1?91/ 217 Richarcl- .jenk:ine ( t79t

1?91 Jervis ?owe1

O ccutie{

own oecupation
JEITKIN FIORGAI{

Joha Morgan ni3-Ler

John llorgan farner
Evan Morgan

JE},iKIS I,IORGAN

Margaret Morgan
(lZgz/3 John Morgan, miller)

Evan lulorgaa

Hundred, of NEI'ICASTLE
Co;nty of GLAI'IORGAI'I

incl. JENKIN i'lORgAN)
-lfiLLiam Fiorgan

i,largaret Morgan

John l'lorgan

widow

JTI.IKIN I.{ORGAN

- oecupied by Ricnaro David)

Thomas },lorgan

( Extracts)

@4/1inl
fax assessed

-

5r. Sr ([.

(a) i. 6.
i0, 10

1. 14. B.

1. 13, 7.
o :-1-
/a

10. 10.

)2L, _l

1. 2. 9.

3. o. 6.

1 . 15. 2t.
). J.

r oX.Ja j.!.

/'1oz.

Edr+ard, Davi.s for ye tythes (six tenants,

9.

'ln

o

NOTE: (a) From some of the later assessments it
covers both

Groes Farm 19. 5,
and Cwrt Gwilym 6. 6-

l4organ ran the woolien factory as well
before he granted the lO-year lease to

is clear that this fi,gure

so perhaps Jenkin
as hie snall farm
David Jones in '1814.

)p



tAl{D TAX ASSESSMEilT$ at C Cardiff

Parish or PLace - PENOOED
Division of I{E-,'fCAST1,E i.n the County of GtrAI"iORGAi.I

Proprietor Occupj.er' Deecrl.ption* Rental or
anauaL valueffi:-?.-

r88o,/8r @ s*a. in e
l,Irs, Morgan self llouse & laad 28.

do do d.o 15. 10.

do Jenkia teysh.on do 6. 10.
do Wt].].j-an Gri.ffi-ths Land. 7. 6.
do Thonas Eowell, Eouse & land 11. o. O.

Edward Morgan John Thomas House & sb,op 8, 15. . O.

do do self House & gard.ea 2. 7. 6.
do do I'lary Ednards do d.o 5, 5.

Mary Morgan various occuplers alJ- described
13 props r dct

frflouse & gardenrr

( Extracts )

Tax
Asseesed

,j(ro D o

12.

3,

11.

5,
2.

4.

4,
1.

1..

I It
42
l. ).

d.

10,

12.

5.
o+,

1.
l.

B.

5+.
-J:f r

4:
|.,

-1)T.
1.

1.

7,

q

4.
lo

1.

lBBa qa @ jd. in s

Mrs. Morgaa self
d.o Ana Thonas

do Jenki.n Leyshon

d.o Tbomae David
do7

Rev. E.E.Jones self
Edward i.lorgan John Thomas

do Wi].li.am Richard
do l"lary EduardE

F1ary Morgan 1O properties i.n

.gRoEs IARU
EeoI Cir

Eouse & laad
Land - acf6
Faetory

Eouse & land
Eouse & shop

Eouse & garden

do

varlous occupatione

1891/gz @ 5a. in $

Rev. D.Saund.ers D.Symoas GLaaffrwd House
do I'frc. Hopkin & ors, Caerll-yci etc

Groes Farm
Eeol Cir

Ilouse & gard.ea
do
do

28.
1r. 1O.

6. 10,

1?,

11. O,

20. 7,
8. 15.

2. 7,

t. 5.

6,
0'
6.

6.
do

27.
,6, 10.

2. 10.
). ).
8, llj,

5+.
n

George Evans
Edward Florgan "

do
do

Ann Thoraas
I'jilLran EdrrrarCs
I'iary Edwards
John Thonas

4l-
4lr

3"
t,

1v
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BISHOP'S TR.ANSCRIPT : Parish of LLANIJONNO l,ia-rriases rn 't8t!



BISHOPTS IRANSCRIPT : Parish of BEEWS 1815

lkarer Ytrlrt " 
t1'

{iftn fua('mt

jtnl,"fi flr*q.an )L,Ft lh,tii l;i;i;;rrr (uvl /tart iLouin, ,/ni /hr*A a,t

i,iio*;^a, in h;, (hrint, fu,AQaca toft lfa7e hu l*rtQa doy *flrU lit frr /trt/ 0,

',iioitinnd ga/*hkneln{/e+,} *t&rn tny ml)toau tb wy fu&,? ^ ,' ' 
;

Thri rthrrtisl tt*r ,o(tntniz(d'ic/.-'ttn * ii,:lzi-t, lhtrfian .

, - !,+-+nrtiir{tl + W:jWt,' -.. -a1.i',*!!'tw**{=r*u***,'***-=

*At /rletnn*ziJ b 6, 1tar.i,rA a|,!r(*t ti+ rlir {oaty.,rf q{*rwrrgam, i
9:t . lie q.tit tAt6. 

. 
'

,*t>--- tl l.?n tr- '. /,'-'--.---, , t,- ,l '.. .lt'?-'. lt- ^'-t ...

<---T-.
T;ei;; loinq * ii{aaor,ln'it, til,e.:11J',dt6 

,

._..nt-=sF$_?*'.-

/Jrr tl/tn, tttt Ltr
Iir/ot 7tg1y'ornv€'l ,

Cme.A ktu y grltt' \7,rrrusr Y$W,'F:

7m;,7:{:E;
6a yfthnlaffiu

cuoga-*'7rt,a.rr^"/,a+1+{ty69w ftrflQe,

,frha rl t
,0 o,fr@
tq'fd.t,zfr fofrtl'ar hDTt

I:!-

7yi.ry,uar'n

Wi Y. ca r sTc qt,E e''h rtii,et -rttVrr, irfr e ftftt Q 4 floiffi,
i; rtl?ntn| r{tthts rf,akftt t/i?a[1-rit+q.;Hrtil?! Aiin rd-V;;i-rtly3t;1fu,

V|tffi ,ffi ,ffi'#;:;F2'#lL:a*:lil;:*;f;/x,;:rgel
ti,,,, ; wwqjiqr e;:T'ffi ':;; rulsrul #*,
l.; '4,o4 n*+ti rfru ru2q;"'i )'r1aru,io{,:rErr";',eE ,h *i F)*o, l"
l',':t<t/n 4r,rlu 4,n lhai ,tuEY it'c,cf i,y fo fr?! (rrrrLr,t /;E ;;:t".o+,

[,,



mTJF T^T\'?S FA]":IT.Y

-

I first became aware of the iones far:ily r"rhen I obtained' :ry

falherts birth cel'tificate nearly four yeats ago. fron it I

learned a great d.eal that -*ras new to ne: that my grandfather'

Ed.ward. i,{organ, hacl been a publican, that nry father 
"*as 

born at

the Kingrs Head in LlandyfotL'.rg ;arish, and that his motherf s

naiden nane was Jones. I already knew that she was trQaroline

Augustatt, since a6 long ago as I couLd renenber it had been a

standing fanrily joke that three l'Iomen in successive Senerations had

borne those narres. I had not known ei-r,lrer of ny grandf'athers, but

well renenber both my grandlxothers. Granny t'iorgan was a snallish

l.roman with piercing eyes, a ready tongue and a strict code of

discipline for children. rrt.en ny nother died in 1912 and ny father

and I r.ient to li,re r.iith his r.ridor,ved sister, l'irs. l'{artha }lugbes

(Aunty liat io rne), Granny was alrea6y living with her. Later she

i.rent to uncle l{enry in Pencoed., vrhere she died. in Decenber 
"916

at the age of 85.

It" was then an eas;' step to get I0y Srand.parents| marriage

certifi-cate, from r.rhich I learned' that Grannyrs father had beea

EDI,IUND JOIIES, a Baptlq!--ni4istel. In the autunn of 1981 i called

at llston House in i3t^ransea, the office of the Baptist Unj-on of

l,ialbs, v;here the overl,rorked secretary, the Rev. D.I.Davies' gave

nre his unstinted help and far loo nuch of h.is precious time ' Ia

the pages of SIREII CYI'LRU r.re fouad what at first I took to be n'y

great-grand.fatherrs obituarir, but a closer look at dates and ages

proved it to be the obituary of bis son of the same nalle, a}so the

ftsy. Ed.nund Edward. Jones. ilr. Davies later showed ne an ol-d tsaptisl

union di:.ry for 1902 r.rhich contained brief notices of ninisters

r^ibo hal died during the previous year I in it "'ras 
a paragraph about

the Rev. I.E.Jones cf Pencoed, i";hj-ch seid that he had been born in

tB24 vrhen iris falher,.';as ninister al Paran, B1acknill' I'.'rrole to

lhe secretary of yai'an; anc when I visited' ilacknill in April 1c;o2'

Iwa.sshorinoverthech.apelbythecaretaker,'Jihonlhad'netby
chance in the viilage. I{e pointed. out nlr 5rc*-grandfatherrs natle

on tire plaque behind the pulpit and showee ne h:-s portrait, with

others, in a picture hanging in the vesiry' f also call-ed on one

of the deacons, lir. cliri-stopher Joha, rv'hc very kindly lent:ie iris

only coly of the bookieb produced at the cnapeLts centenary in

lglg.Anextractfromitrr,rhichlhavetranslatedancreilroclucedt
recountssomethingofnygreat-grandfatherrscateerandlriscon.
nection uith the ch.rPeI.



rn tb.e earl;r riecades of the i!t}:. century, rvhen young Ednund
,Iones knerv it, Istradyfodwg (as the Rhondda val1ey r,ras then knol,En)

r4ras a very different plaee from',rhat it later became. The great
coal-mining deveLopments tool; place in the second. haLf of that
century. Eefore that Ystradyfodivg, as d.escribed by c.J.o.Evans
some forty years ago i:r his book on Glamorgan -

rt . . . nust have been among the nost beautiful of thePrj-ncipaHtyrs nany gens of natural Gceneryl a r:Iace of
najestic nountains, deep, silent valle;rs and hurrying
streams; the haunt of rare fauna, equal to any of !'he
lovery passes stiLi existi-ng in nid and nor*,.h i,Iales . . .rr

In those early d.ays the sna]-]- cornnunities of rural i.,iales couLd
barely raise, or borrow, the money to build a chapel. They courd
certainLy not affor<i io pay their ministers a regular siipend on
trhich the}' s6*1d li're, marry anci raise a faniry. The ninisters,
therefore, had to find sone othe:. way of earning a living. some

plied a trade, others kept schools or ran snaLl farms - it seerns

that ny great-grandfather tried his hand. at both of the latter
occupatioas. lle had been a schoolmaster at Tonyrefail, tb.en a tutor
at cwmsaebrea (near the present-d.ay Treherbert). while he was nin-
ister at Paran he farmea at Lh.rynyriwrth on ilre hillside road. above
iieorycyw. Then he r,.rent back to schoolmastering at Naatgarw aad
Groeswen.

Exactly wh.en EDI'{UND EDI4/ARD JONES, the son, came back to the
area wh.ere he was born r do not know. His obj-tuary notices in th.e

papers are pleasantly vague on the point" The llational Coal tsoard.

have told n:e that they have no records of the nining venture '*hich
he is said. to have managed., though their letter did suggest tirat it
vras probably a sna1l pit and likely to have been at 3rynna Gi,rynnon.

I have wondered. r,ihether h:-s sisier Caroline went with hir4 to Pencoed

to act as his housekeeper. He raarried i.{ary James at the TabernacLe
in Cardiff in llay 1B5O; the rnarriage certificate gives his age as j5
and hers as 42. Caroline Jones herself !,Ias marrie<i to EdwarC l,lorgan
in Septenber 1850, also at the Tabernacle in Ca:'diff. Possi-bly tb.e one

narriage pronrpted the other, sinse Carol-ineIs services as housejceeper

r,'rou1d no lcnger be needed. Iier narried l-ife turned out to be very
different frcn tha'i; of a ninisterts househoici..

In the 1841 census returns I found, my great-grand.parents and their
fanily living at Glyn Brynar, Mynyddislwyn. Witb two of their sons they
were living there again in 1B?11 four year6 later they d.ied within 10

houro of each other at near-by Twynffilkins farn. lrthere they were in
1851 and 1861 I have failed to discover. Somewhere in tbe valleys of
East Glamorgan or West Gwent there nay be living today the desoeddeats of
sone of their seven children of whose liveE and fates I have no inkJ.ing.

QA
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The Rev. EDi{UND EDI{ARD JCI{ES

and

PAR.A.N Baptist Chapel. Blaclstr:ll

A3-though Edrnund Edward Jones r{as not ordained at paran
Slackrnilt until 27th Januarl/ 1823, oa the sanre day t,hat the church
ro'as forsally iacorporated, he rvas by that time no stranger to the
J-ocallty or to the church. The history of paran, as related in the
centenary booklet, 1819-1919, states that already in 191?, as a
scboormaster thea aged. l!, he acconpanied th.e Re.r, Benjanin Davies
of Penyfai and l'{eborr Ystrad to take part in vrhat rvas then a quite
custona-ry service ao.ong the Baptists for naming and blessi-ng (but
not sprinkllng) a newly born cbild, at Glyaogrvr (trlandyfodwg). con-
flict with the Fiethodists at Glynogwr 1ed the Baptists there to seek
another pLace to hold their meetiags and eventually they settled oa
Blackmi11' Tl:.e chapel pAFAN r{as opened on etth }lay 16tg, The hist-
ory says that uatj.l 18aj the cau€e was und.er the care of the Rev.
$enjarnin Davies, assisted by l1r. Ednund Jones, who is thought poss-
ibly to have noved to the district in 1821, aLthough he hirnself

said Later that he did so in 182j.

The bookLet, which is '$holr.f in Tdelsh, devotes a cha.pter to
short biographiee of each of ite ministers. ?he folrowiag is a
translation of the section on

fhe Eev' EDi''IUIID EDI"JARD JOI{ES. Ee ri,ras the second niaj-ster here,
althorl.gh he lras the first to be forreally recognised as such" Ee
was ord.ained ?rere on 27fa January f823 on the day the church was
fornally incorporated. We nust quote now as follows from ffySTRAD-

fA$Att by the Rev, J.Ruf'rs WiLliams.
rrrhis beloved o1d brother was bora ia the parish of Risca, l"lon-
trmouthshi-re, at a p1a.ce caLled Groesheor-" near pontyeyn"",l io
'rtb.e year i792. IIe r-ras baptised !n the o1d baptietry in the
trburial- ground of capel cefa Ty,r tlarchog, Basaleg, by the Rev.
ttJan0,es xd&uads, the joint ninister at that tine l"rith the v€rier-
IrableJohn Hier, rcho r+as thea incapable of baptisj-ag because of
t'his infi-rmity. that was in 1810, when l"!r, jones was zo Jiears (?)
rtof age" About the year 1815 I'ir. Jones sought to keep a day school
rrand he m,oved. to Tonyrefaii t,o do so, rab.ere he renrained for abcut
tta year (l'lorien refers to this i-n his llistory of Tonyrefail) .
tttrihi-Le he was J-iving there he became a nember of the cburch at
trYstradyfodwg (in ttre Rhondda va3.1ey) and he resorted, there every
rfSabbathtr as he said in hi-s very kind leiter to us,rtto hear ihe
rrgospel being preached by the Rev. Benjanin Davies fr-om penyfai,
rfunder r*hose care the charch r"ras at that period, After a sojoura

?-.. shi.s i-s a probably a mistake for pOi,lTyt;iISTER

/j



ltofaboutayearatTonyrefaillhadaninvitatioafromagentle-
,rma' named ,,.jirtian Davies of cqnsaebren to go as t,utor to ixis large

ufamily, who were ten in number' In the year 1819 1 was exhorted

rtby the church at Ystradyfodwg' r'+here I ltas a member' to start

ilaccustoning myself to preacbing' but 1 did not venture to fall in i

fi.l*ith their request for some nontbs; ttreu as they persisted' in tbeir

ttdena.ndsld.ecidedthatlwouldmakeanattemptatitoathenext
il r f ellowship eveniagr , on condition tbat nothing ''ras said about it

t|toa.nyoneunti].suchtimeasthecburchni6htappreciatetiratl
,lhadj-nmeSomequal.ificationforthegreatcrorkofpreachingtheword
tt and the precepts of tb'e All Highest' I preached at tbe two follow-

,,ing f ellowship meetings, r*hjJe the neighbourhood generally kaew

ilnothing about tbe new preacher. On the Sunday after that the on'e

rrwho had sent his acceptaace (to preacb) fail-ed' to keep his prorn:ise'

,rIn view of tbe disappointment and as the people were expecting a

,lpreacher,tr*oofthedeaconsgalBetomeandpressed,metobreakfree
l'ofeveryrestraintandtopreachpubJ-icJ.y.Iwasmostnergousand
|lfearfulofconsentiagtotheirrequest;butlpromisedtod'osoif
nonly theg would start the neeting and uot say at'rtbi:lg about me in

$conducting the servics. they appoiated' me to preach to tben every

''sabbath after tbat' except for comrnuuioa Sundays, when l.ir. Darries

ilwould be offici.ating. ?hat lasted for sose four years ' 
and I 3€c-

rteived no.lhing from them for iay efforts' I lived nost confc*ahly

||atCvrmsaebren,inthehouseofl{r.l.Ij-llianDavies,forsixyears.
t'I1eftin18?slotakecbargeoftbechurcbatParan,Black-'rrj-11.
l|Istayed'tberefortbreeyear6,thenlreturnedtoYstrad,butby
l|theatbescboo]-childrenhadbecomera.tberscafcer.fowardsthe
t|endoftheygarlreceivedaca],ltokeepaschoolatNaatgarvi
rrand Groeswen fron I'1r' Thomas from the Aber and 1'{r' Francis of rlber-

,ttridwr. I was there for thirteen years' comfortably' fhen I left

nGlamorgaa, re'r,urnlng tc liorurouthsbire' the old' couaty of ny birtht

ron being ca1led by the churcb of SIL0All' Macben' Fron there I

ilmored to Blackwood. I an nor* close on f4 years of age' the oldest

trmirrister in Honmouth county'rl

. In tbese vrords thi'e good o1d' brother recousteC tbe events of

hiscareerinbygonetirrres.seeinghisofficiailngrelatiogship
lfithParaa,.wed'onotunderstandwbyhewasnalledllJoces,Blackni].1tt
inSffiENGo}tER'pageJ15'inoctober1821'inconnectionwitbaa
ordination at Llancarfan' It nay be that the o].d nan at /4 was a little

}razyaboutsomedates,buther*ascertainl-y,agwebaveseen,ofSreat
assistance to I'ir' B'Davies in founding the cause in Paran' ile litt]-e

realisedthatanoagthechl.].drenhetaughtatthatti-newagol}eofhis
SuccessorsatParan,naenelyEopkinJenki.ns.}lodoubtbyaor.rbei:ae
takenhisfu]-lre,.*ardforever;leervi.ceandsacrificehegladeinthose



daye. An affectionate
on our memorial. plaque

and respected place is given to his rame
a! the centenary celebratione.

Fors: rn the Gr+ent Record office at cwibran there is a fiLe ofarti-clee, and some draf t articres, dea].ing "iirr-tH"history of various Eantist churches in the couaty. oneof theie is about srr,ofuu, liachen, and it states that -frl'Ir' E-JoNEs of Br-ackrsoori took 
"1""g* of the church (i.e,,srl,oAl4) in t8]d' ?he nembers in t54o were about rro, and'tth€ school /O. F{r. Jones left in tB45 .-: :-;--

The Record offi-ce also has in its archives a eopy ofthe centeaary handbook, ig?6, of the $ount pr.easaat Bantistchurch at Bl-ackwood. According to ilris publication,-l;;*"-English Baptist chureh, whj-ch is cal-led },rgunt pr.easaatr r'agfirst founded in iBZ5. ?here seens to be no d,oubt that theehurcrr of which the Rev. Ednuad Edward Jones was erinisterwas Lrtsal{us, the welsh Baptist church, r*hose chapelr accord.-ing'to the inscription on it in 1993, rra' bulr.t i" isii.--itwas stiLl functioaing as a chapel stortly before the seconcHorLd l{ar,- and may have continued after the war ended., but ithad been abandoned and '*as partly derelict whea it was offeredby the bJelsh Baptist union to i{oint preasant. tir"y acceptedthe building and, having raised. trre neces,sar"v fiaance, theyhave now successfully converted the chapal-Lnto a conferencecentre for christian vouth, raoet of the work tt".yiof-leen doneby Comnuaity Industrils. ldith the angllc{satioa of the Gwentcoal-nining valleys the 'ufelsh-speakiai menabership of Libanusmr.lst have faded^ quiet1y arrray,

tseSore I had been to Cr*nbran or to Blackrpood and found, oui a]I thi-s,I-r+rote in siay r!82 to the eecretarlr of I'lount pleasant Baptist char-el, a lir. lrlorrnan, asking r+hether there had. ever been *oy ith*r cira.',-e1e belonging to the tsaptist denomination at Blackr,rood and r,iheth.erhe coul-d give me any ini'orr:ation about ny great-6rancifather, .is r"1suair enclosec a sta*rped. ad.dressed envelope-tir" his repl_y; but no re1:1;rca]Ee' I learned later tnat i.'Ir. irlornan had nroved to the S.I. of Ene.Iand,but no doubt he sent on my '! etter to the new chapei secre;;y. -f 
"-iA_"-following Septemberf lrote to the nj.nister at t'iount pleasan-t, a l.ir.Young, with a corJr of the letier r had writien to l.ir. No:.nan, Againr enclosed a stanp?d. ad.cressed enveLope, but again there rras no reply.It was in April 198j ihat I ,risited C,,.nnbran. At the Record Officethere one of the archivists iold ne of a Rev. Fiercc. Jones r.rho oftenresearched there in connection '"+ith a history of the Baptists ofGweat he was compiu-ng and. sug,11ested. r shouta tetephoae iri"r-riri"n idid. Ee seeoed interested. and. wilJ-in6 tc helpr so r vrote to hinafter I vras hcr:re tt'ith eories of r,rhat i a-1rea<iy'h"O "about the Rev, E.E.Jcnes, and once nore a eianlea, adciressed envelole. once irloro noreply c&4€r i irave sometines wondered if there vias ,somerhin,s oCdabout ny great-grand.father, rqirich people i,rere reluctant ;o teil ne.'dhethel or not that r'+as so, the impressioa f '",ras 1ef t with i.:as thatcleariy sone d^eEree of oddness prevailed among the preserrt-cay tsap-tists of Gwent.

+{



lfuI|.th tS, tB?6.
i---

luanwoffi
i *1j,s't i:{?%3*unT.J^"$0"*, [ffi ir

/;ir*$nrh-,,s''*ffi

---.-,--_::---

smElr cyr4Rq 12th g4rcb tE?5

Death paid a visit to the farrahouse, T,*rynffilkins, near Blachnrood,on sunday ?*1st February, and took tbe betoved wife of the Rev. E.E.Jones, after a short iil-nese, the wa;r of all the earth; and tea
' hours after his dear rsife our qenerable father, ibe Rev, E.E.JOI{EStook hie flight to hi.e eternal booe, af ter a d,evout journe;r r+orthyof his profession. they had set,out earJ.yl they ,puit nearl;r si.xtyyears under the rslarital ;roke, aad rather ior* unaur the yoke ofChrist, in a Baaner consistent aad unbroken, and. fell asleep in Jeeusafter attaining the 5rromised age - r,1r, Jone; g.t 

";;;";. Jones Boyear.s of age, F'tr. .r6nes spent"j5 y;;;*-ii-tiru ninistry and wasveritably an instrunent in the hands of his 6reat Master to winhuadreds od souls to the blessed. Redeeaer. itrrougir his laboursseveral new churehes were found,ed in GLareorgaB aad, ivionnoutbshire,
s-u9h as Pentyrch, TongwynLae, etc. we shouid. dearly l_ove some suii-ably qualifS-ed' brother to prod.uce a nemoir worthy or tu.s father andmother in Israel.
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iEi$KIl{ iiCRGi}{ and tne ii{Ui'r;i.ltb

The baptisms of four children of Jen-ltin and Ann l'iorgan are

in the Coychurch parish re;ister, though od.clly that of the eldest

son, Jenlcin, is a6ain nissing. There is no d-oubt about hinr ho'"'tevert

as he appears in ihe 1841 census return living r^rith his:;arents at

Groes Farn. For a.uite a long tine I Cicl noi discover his narriage'

which took place in Iebruary 1B4f at Llansannor to Elizabeth Jane

Trurnan of Pantyilivrydd. in tirat parish. The one od'd. thing about the

narriage certificate is lhal Jenki-n is described ir' it asrrshopi;eeperrr

and his residence is given asrrBrid.gend.rr, but the nane and occupation

of his father are correct and the register was signed by Jenkinrs

sister, Ann i'{organ.

The Trumarls i,rere quite a historic fani-ly. ?he firsl of then

io appear on lhe GJ.anorgan scene rn'as a certain Richard Truraan, a

l{orthanpton nan, said io have been apprenticed. lo a saddlert r'rho'uras

a trooper in the CromvreiLian arrny. IIe rose to be a lieutenant, cane

tc Glamorgan under Cof. Fhilj-p Jones of Fonrnon and in d.ue course he

settl.ed. in Llantrisant. I{is great-grandson '*as Thomas Truman (17i3-

1?BO, a nonumental na6on, antiquary and genealogist, who r:rarried ihe

heiress of Pantyllir"rydd and settled there. The reother of .ienlcin

l{organrs wife Eli-zabeth was }"5rs. Jane Trunan, a widovrr','rho was a

relative of the l"letiroCist preacher, Ed.ward. l'{atiher'rs, and eventually

she rbecame his first'r;ife. Here I r.'ri-11 q'aote some passages I have

translated fron the l'ielsh of ttEDl,cIARD IiA:TIIg,,iS E",iTI,ll'iItr b;t J..j.liorgan'

published, in 1922.

Pas,es j5-37
uIn lBJJ Earvard l.'lattirews came to the nei8hbourhood of Penliin
from Hirwaua (l.rhere he ha-d been working) ' Sis nevr hone ''rras

Pantylli,."rydd. l.';rs. fru:aan, lhe ol,iner and occupier of Pant-
ylLj"wydc I ltas a cousin of his father; her maiden ne'me had been
i":j-ss Alexantier and her home cLoe e to St.liary Churcir, betr+een
CowbriCge and 5t,Athan. She had been a widor'r for si:< yea36

and supposinS her ,voung relative would, be of help io iteilurith
the farm, she rnvited hiri to nake hj-s honxe tbere' At ihe tine
ghe r.ras 3? years old and had. three children, tr+o girls and' a
seven year i16 "on. lhe Trumans, iike the i'lalthewses, had
been a fa-riI;r of good lineage thai had. seen better tines' Tney
had once posl*u"ed. consiCerable estates, but fi'on tine lo tj-ne
the fanil! hacl been obliged to sell- f,arn after farn, and by ihis
tine Pantlitiw;*aC renain*C *s lheir on-'y possession. There can
'oe see:t on the wail of tire lit"ie Liansannor church, o?cosite ihe
fanrily grnves, a sun-dial :.;ith an inscripiion underneath it:

Sic trans:-t 61oria nundi' T, Trunan fecit
,',lrreh rra 4lli:h 1141rfk- v-* .1 v

The inher.itr.nce ca::re to the farnil;r th:'ougir tire marriage
of that particula.r Thoraas, +,he inaker of ih.e sun-dial, wiih
|iary, th; heiress oi FantyJ-1ir"yd.d.. The eli.est 6on 1'tas n':.-ned.



Thomas. The second. son, l'/il-l.iam, ,J.ied. in f Bff l he l.ra's

rector of Christon in Sonerset. Thonas, the ihird of that
nane ,l{as the ne:<t heir in the chaia, the husband. of the
l'Irs. Truraan with whon l're are concerned. .lle had four
brothers . . . . I'Ir. trur:an rnras returning from Cowbridge
3.ate on the eveni-ng of one narket day a-nd his body r,as
found dead" on the road very early ihe next morning. It r.ras
supposed he had been th.rown by his nettlesome horse and fe1I
on his head; but since his purse was erapilr it was feared by
sone that he had fallen a victin to foul play, and there was
ta3.k of a confessionlone years later by a highway'nan and
nurderer under sentence of death that he hacl attacked 1.1r.
Trunan and had struclc hin dorsn a corpse. He vJa6 not quite
forty )rears of age and ihe hair of his wid.ow turneC nhite in
a few days under such a dreadful blow.tl

PaseF 56-67 (t84:)
rrNot rc.any nonths rvent by after l'iattnews returned to his o3-d.

haunts before he look lirs. Jane Truman a,s hls r''rife. I can
und.erstand. that it caused no litt].e stir in bhe circle of his
acquaint&lce. It seens that there was as rauch talk about his
first marriage as there was about his second. There was some
reason for the talk and for the surprise. They had lived for
nine years by the same fireside 'riithout anyone prophesying or
imaginj-ng a closer relationship between them. She r^ras a blood
relai:lon of his and in addition r.ras seventeen years old.er than
he was. Nevertheless the gu!.f between tbem r,'ras not as i+ide as
it appeared. For one thing he was much older and naturer than
b.is years and she was much younger and n:ore sprightly, IIer tread
r\ras as li$ht as Lhat of a girl of nineteen, and for ttrrenty years
after their marriage no one would think from loolcing at then
that they were other than of f,he saae age. It was apparent that
their mutual love and respect rvas sincere and deep. Ehe union
endured for decades ni'tirout a cloud . . . . indeed, until deatb
separated them. . . . l'irs, I'ialther'is '.Ias not only lively but
pretty in her person and dignified in her bearing , . o . Sbe
lrr*s a rroman of considerable culture r o. j . She spoke the Vale
of Glaraorgan l,Ieish readily and attractively, though she preferred
In61ish, and for that reason they conversed nornrally in English
in their home.tr

iirs. Jane I'latthews died. on 21st Septenrber 1B9O al tbe age of 94.

Ed.ward. l"tatther^rs married again in the fol1owing AprJ-L, and he himself

died on 25th i{ovember iB92

fhe Pantylli',,rydd household appears as follows in the 1841

census return: -
llansannor PantylliwYdd

Jane Truman a6e 40
iiarY Trunao 15
Iiizabeih Trunan 1,i
Thomas Trunan 14
Edward. l"iatther+s 3A
David. Richard. 45
- T-Jane lletrel-in 1,

Ages sho-"rn in this census are not

Farner

i,iinister
A - T .Lbi6. lclu r

1'en. Se:'v.

to be takea at their face value;

i,irs, Trurnan,,uould have been about 4! e^nd Edward. l'laithel'rs 28.
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After hi-s narriage
back to farnning. In the

him and his young faniJ-;r

JOth lvlarch 1-Bqt

in t 84? .jenkin l,iorgan apparently went

census return of 1851 I have found
just outside Bridgend.

Parish of Coity Lor*er : Bridgend
Street
& Souse
Ervenny Rd..
Cl-ay Pits

Nalre

Jenkin I'iorgan

Elizabetb do

Jeakin d^o

Thomas T. Co

Ann Jones

Jane Aston
Tinothy Pricbard

Job,n l"lorgan

Henry Jones

Re]-ation
6-c-dA-

4.gg 0ccupation ilhere
born

31 Farmer Coychurch,
iO acres Glam.12 Llansannor

2 Coity' Glam

nos. do <io

J4 house serv.Llanfrynach,
Carms.

1? Co do Coity Glalr

25 Farn l-ab. iiifunal.adY 'Cork
24 do do Prengist, Pem

13 do do Coity GJ.am

ii ead

v;if e

son

do

serv.

d.o

do

do

d,o

IU4l .

do

unm.

d.o

do

do

d.o

lhe fanily vras not in that 1.ocal.ity ten years later at
next census, and regrettably I have not been abl-e to discover

trace of them anywhere else up to now. IIor have I found lhat
Jenkinrs {ather, Jenkin l.iorgan of iSroes Farm, Left a ',ri11; in the

absence of which I presume that his eldest son i,rould' have inherited
wbatever reaL estate he possessed at his deatb. lrthether Jenkin

!,Iorgan the younger was etiJ-J. alive L^ 1B?2, or at his notberrs 'J'eatb

in fBB?, and wheth,er he claimed his inheritance or caused' what tbere

was left of it to be sold. , remains unknovrn to ne'

the
any


