CHAPTER ONE

The MORGAN Family at Pencoed (1)

The JCNES Family

JENKIN MORGAN and the TRUMANS




TEE MORGAN FAMILY AT PENCOED - (1)

lMorgans appear to have been settled in the hamlet of
Pencoed for a long time, according to such parish records as

survive today. The LaND TAX ASSESSMENTS for the parish of Coy-

church, which included Pencoed, are held at the Glamorgan Record
Office at County Hall in Cardiff. The Land Tax was in force for
some two and a half centuries before it was abolished in 1963.

The surviving Coychurch assessments“run from 1782 into the 1890s,
showing many occupiers bearing the name of Morgan, and a few ilorgans
as actual proprietors of land., Among the latter the nanme of JENKIN
MORGAN occurs as the proprietor of a house and land in his own
occupation (GROES FARM) and also as the owner of property which he
let to other occupiers, such as the woollen factory Cwrt Gwilym.
Jenkin Morgan also appears in the lists as occupier of land owned
by Charles Edwin, Esquire, one time Lord of the Manor of Coitly
Wallia; this may be the copyhold land that was the subject of a will
of 1771 and the document of 1785, to which I shall refer later. It
would seem that the freehold of Groes Farm had long been held in the

Magan family, a fact that entitled Jenkin Morgan to be described as

"veoman' in some of the census returns and elsewhere. The name 'Jenkin'

was and is, of course, qite common, but it crops up in nearly every
genepation of the Pencoed Mergans. It is there in every land tax
assessment from 1782 to the death of my great-grandfather in 18723
after that the assessments are made against his widow, Ann Morgan,
until she herself died in 1887, when what was left of the property
was doubtless sold. From the 1870s to the 1890s the name "Edward
lorgan' appears as Owner of a few small houses let tO other persons,
but I do not know if that Edward was my grandfather. During tuose
ninety years from 1782 to 1872, and for some time before, there was
2lways a Jenkin Morgan living at Groes Farm, Pencoed, paying his
land tax, farming his patrimony and bringing up his children. The
farm was not a large one. In the 1851 census return oy great-grand-~
father was listed as farming 7% acres, but in the vicinity were large
tracts of common land, such as Cefn Eirgoed, on which horses, cattle

and sheep could be pastured.

Until the Joneses came into the family picture the lorgans
were Church of England (as it then was) and were baptised, married
and buried at their parish church of St.Crallo at Coychurch. Those
solemn occasions in their humble lives, or some of them, were duly
recorded in the Coychurch registers now deposited at the Glanmorgan
Record Office, and which begin at 1736, The Bishop's transcripts
for Coychurch at the National Library in Aberystwyth begin at 1727,



but throughout their range some jyears are missing - the transcripts

for 1722 and 1725, for instance, have been lost. By combining the
transcripts and the parish registers we can make up the following
1ist of baptisms which may relate to our family.

Baptisms at Coychurch

1724 (BT) 13 Oct. ANNE daughter of Jenkin and Catherine iorgan
1726 (BT) 16 Oct  JCEN son of Jenkin Morgan and Catherine his wife
1730 (3T) 11 Feb CECIL daughter of Jenkin Morgan

1736 (BT) 23 Feb THOMAS son of Jenkin Morgan

1739 (PR) 27 Sept MARGARET daughter of Jenkin and Catherine lMorgan
1741 (PR) 24 Feb JOAN do do do do do
1744 (PR) 19 Cct WILLIAM S0 do do do do

Some of these children could well have died young. The rates

of infantile mortality were very high in those days. This short
1ist does not include a son named Jenkin, which looks odd if there
was a family tradition of passing on that name from father to sonj
but there are those gaps of 1722 and 1725 when another son might
have been born. Again one must not think that every Jenkin lMorgan
is an ancestor, or that no Morgan with any other name can be., It may
be that this is the family of the Jenkin Morgan who died in 1771 and
whose will (held at N.L.W.) I have had photo-copied for inclusion in
this volume, along with the document between the two sons, Jenkin and

William, by which William sold to Jenkin his half share of certain

copyhold property.

But there are other candidates for ancestry. The Bishop's
transcripts record a marriage at Llantrisant, a parish adjoining
Coychurch, on 9th January 1752 between Jenkin Morgan and Mary Thomas.
In the subsequent years the Coychurch registers go on to record the
baptism of their four children, naming the parents on each occasion,

which not all registers do.
marr. 9 Jan 1752

JENKIN MORGAN T MARY THOMAS

MIORGAN ELIZABLTE WILLIAM JENKIN

MORGAN MORGAN MCRGAN MCORGAN
bapt. at bapt. at bapt. at

¥ k bapt.
Coychurch Coychurch Coychurch Cipt at;

r ychurca

1% March 27 Jan 16 Feb 9 Dec 1762

1753 1757 1759

The husband, Jenkin Morgan, appears &0 have died in 176k,
In January 1765 admipistration of his estate was entrusted to Hary
Morgan, '"widow, the relict". An Inventory of nis goods, cattle and
chattels was made on 16tn January 1765. On the following day a Bond

sor the due administration of the estate was entered into by lary
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Morgan, the widow, with two sureties, possibly her bfothers -
Jenkin Thomas of Llandyfodwg, tailor; and Lodovick Thomas of
Llantrisant, husbandman. Land was not included in the Inventory
as that would pass to the deceased's heir by operation of law,

in the absence of a will.

I cannot pretend to any certainty about which of these
two families produced the succession of Jenkin Morgans who owned
Groes Farm and the other properties linked with the name in the
land tax assessments. On the whole I am inclined to look to
Jenkin and Mary who were married in 1752. Their son Jenkin, born
in December 1762, seems likely to have been the one who married
Catherine Bevan (probably one of the Tre-BEryn Bevans) in 1785,
Their marriage is in the Coychurch transcripts, which say they
were''both of this parish". Neither of them lived to any great age,
their burials appearing in the parish registers in 1804 and 1806
respectively. What 1ink there was, if any, between the two Morgan

families perhaps someone else may discover.
married 12 August 1785 at Coychurch
JENKIN 1ORGAN = CATHERINE BEVAN
bur. 3 Aug 180k bur. 12 Jan 1806

m.20 July 1816 at Bettws IAJ’ m.24 Jun 1815 at Coychurch
JENKIN = ANN MARGARET = AARON
‘ MORGAN THCOMAS MORGAN JONES
Bapt. at bapt. at (of Peterston-
(of Bettws
Coychurch parish) Coychurch super=-
30 June 10 June Montem

1790 1793 parish)

Jenkin and Ann here are my great-grandparents and they
appear at the head of the larger tables of the Morgan Family of

Pencoed a little further on.

Here I should perhaps again refer briefly to the will of

+he Jenkin Morsan who died in 1771 and the deed vetween his twe

sons, since the documents are of 2 kind not seen today. Copyheld
was a very ancient form of land tenure under rnglish law; it was
abolished by the 1925 property legislation, which converted it
into freehold. The Lord of the Manor would, centuries ago, have
1lznd to his tenants in villeinage in return for t

to perform agricultural services on the Lord's demesne.



With the passage of time these labour services changed into

money payments and though in theory the copyhold tenant still
held his land at the Lord's will, in fact his rights were pro-
tected by the immemorial custom of the Manor, which regulated
the payments the Lord could reguire, such as fines on alienation
by the tenant, a heriot (the tenant's best beast) on the tenant's
death, etc. Transactions had to be entered on the rolls of the
Manor court. Title to the land was evidenced by copy of the
court roll, authenticated by the Lord's Steward. Sales of
copyhold land were effected by Surrender and Admittance, that

is the seller surrendered his holding in the Manor court and

the buyer was admitted as the new holder, or tenant, being given
a copy of the Surrender and Admittance as his title deed. If

a copyholder wished to leave his property by will, he first
surrendered the land to a2 person he chose, called the feoffee

in trust, to be held by him on such trusts (or uses) as he,

the tenant, should declare in his will. After his death the
person to whom the land was left in the will would be admitted

as the new tenant on the court roll.
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Copy of Administration Bond now held at National Library of‘wales
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MANCR of COITY WALLIL in the County of Glamorgan

The BARON COURT of Charles Edwin Esquire Lord of the said HManor

held in and for the saicd Manor at the dwelling house of John David
at Pencoed on Tuesday the twentieth day of September in the year one
thousand seven nundred and eighty five Before John Franklin Esquiré
Steward there TO THIS COURT came William David feoffee in trust of
the premises hereinafter mentioned together with WILLIAM MORGAN of
the parish of Wandsworth in the County of Surrey Gentleman and in
consideration of the sum of ninety pounds of lawful money of Great
Britain to him the said William Morgan here in Open Court paid by
his brother JENKIN MORGAN of Pencoed in the parish of Coychurch in
the County of Glamorgan Yeoman SURRENDERED into the hands of the
Lord of the said Manor by the hands of his said Steward by the rod
according to the Custom of the said Mamor ALL that one moiety or
nalf share of that Customary held House Barn Orchard Garden and
twelve acres of customary held land (more or less) called Ynissedd
and two acres adjoining called dwy erw wain arw (be the same more or
less) now in the occupation of the said Jenkin Morgan situate lying
and being near Pencoed in the said parish of Coychurch within the
Manor aforesaid together with all ways waters and watercourses rights
members and appurtenances to the same premises belonging or in any
way appertaining in as large and ample manner as the same was Devised
to him the said William Morgan by his late Father deceased and the
Reversion and Reversions Remainder and Remainders Rents Issues and
Profits thereof and all the Estate right title interest proyperty

laim and demand of them the said william David and William Morgan

[¢]

or either of them of in or to the same or any part thereof TO THE

INTENT that the Lord of the said Manor by the hands of his said

[¢5]
ot

eward by the rod according to the Custom of the said Manor ZHCULD
REGRANT all and singular the said premises witia the appurtenances
to him the said Jenkin lMorgan and his customary Heirs and assigns

forever according to the Custom of the said Manor,
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LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS at C.R.C. Cardiff

Hamlet of PENCOELD Hundred of NEWCASTLE (Extracts)
Parish of COYCHURCH County of GLAMORGAN
1790 = 1793 @ LP/" in £
Tax assessed
Prorietor Occupier £. s. d.
JENKIN MORGAN own occupation (2) 1. 6.
Charles Edwin, Esq. JENKIN MORGAN 10, 10
do John Morgan miller 1. 14, 8.
do John Morgan farmer 1. 13. 7.
do Evan Morgan 9. 2%
Lord Talbot JENKIN MCRGAN 10, 10,
do Margaret Morgan
(1792/3 Jonn Morgan, miller) - *
John Price Evan Morgan 1 2 S
Edward Davis for ye tythes (six tenants, 3, 0 8
incl., JENKIN MORGAN) ’ y ’
Charles Edwin, Esq. William Morgan 1. 15. 2%.
do Margaret Morgan 3 3
Thos, Edwards, Esq. John Morgan _ 3. 9%,
Yary Morgan widow ' 6%.
1791/2/3 Richard JENKIN MORGAN 9. 9.

Jenkins (1791 - occupied by Richard David)

1793 Jervis FPowel Thomas lMorgan

NOTE: (a) From some of the later assessments it is clear that this figure
covers both -
Groes Farm 19. 6.
and Cwrt Gwilym 6. 6a
so perhaps Jenkin
Morgan ran the woollen factory as well as his small farm
before he granted the 50-year lease to David Jones in 1814,




LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS at C.R.C., Cardiff

Parish or Place - PENCOED

Division of NEWCASTLE in the County of GLAMORGAN

(Extracts)

7

Proprietor Occupier Description Rental or Tax
annual value Assessed
£&. s. 4d, £&. s. d.
1880/81 @ 5ld, in £
Mrs., Morgan self House % land 28. 12« 10
do do do 15 10, 7. 1.
do Jenkin Leyshon do 6. 10, 2
do William Griffiths Land 7 7. 6. 5.
do Thomas Howell House & land 11. o. O. 5. 0%,
Edward Morgan  John Thomas House & shop 8. 15. .0, bk, 1.
do do self House & gardem 2. 7. 6, 1e T
do do Mary Edwards do do 3. 5. 1. 7.
Mary Morgan various occupiers all described
12 props. as - -
"House & garden"
1882/83 @ 5d, in £
Mrs., Morgan self GROES FARM 28, T+ B,
do Ann Thomas Heol Cir 15. 10. . 3%,
do Jenkin Leyshon House & land 6., 10. . 3%,
do Thomas David Land - acre 17+ 6, b,
do ? Factory 11. o. 00 1‘"‘ 7-
Rev, E.E.Jones self House & land 20, 7. 6, 8. 5%.
Edward Morgan John Thomas House & shop B 195, L, 1,
do William Richard House & garden 2. 7. 6, Pl
do Mary Edwards do do . 5. o he e
Mary Morgan 10 properties in various occupations
1891/92 @ 5d. in £
Rev. D.Saunders D.Symons lanffrwd House 27, 1. 3.
do Wm., Hopkin & ors, Caerllyci etc 56, 10, 1. 3. 6%,
Groes Farm 23 9. 7.
George Evans Ann Thomas Hdeol Cir
Edward Morgan*  William Edwards House & garden 2. 10. Te
do Hary Edwards do Ze Dy 1. 4.
do John Thomas do 8s 15, Be s
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BISHOP'S TRANSCRIPT : Parish of LLANWONNO Marrisges in 1819
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BISHOP'S TRANSCRIPT : Parish of BETWS 1816
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TEE JONES FAMILY

I first became aware of the Jones family when I obtained my
father's birth certificate nearly four years ago. TFrom it I
learned a great deal that was new to me: that my grandfather,
Edward Morgan, had been a publican, that my father was born at
the King's Head in Llandyfodwg zarish, and that his mother's
maiden name was Jones. 1 already knew that she was "Caroline
Augusta', since as long ago as I could rermenber it had been a
standing family joke that three women in successive generations had
borne those names. I had not known either of uy grandfathers, dut
well remember both my grandmothers. Granny Morgan was a smallish
woman with piercing eyes, a ready tongue and a strict code of
discipline for children. When my mother died in 1912 and mny father
ard I went to live with his widowed sister, krs. Martha Hughes
(Aunty Mat to me), Granny was already living with her. Later she
went to Uncle Henry in Fencoed, where she died in December 1516

at the age of 85.

4 It was then an easy step to get my grandparents' marriage
certificate, from which I learned that Granny's father had been

EDMUND JONES, a Baptist minister. In the autumn of 1981 I called

at Ilston House in Swansea, the office of the Baptist Union of

Wales, where the overworked Secretary, the Rev. D.I.Davies, gave

i

i
i
1 me his unstinted help and far too much of his precious time. In
i the pages of SEREN CYMRU we found what at first I took to be my

great-grandfather's obituary, but a closer look at dates and zges

proved it to be the obituary of his son of the same name, alsc the

. Rev, Bdrmund Edward Jones. Ilir. Davies later showed me an ol

d
Union diary for 1902 which contained brief notices of ministers
h

! . . 1 . - 1 3
] ' the Rev. L.E.Jones cf Pencoed, which said that he had been torn in

1824 when his father was minister at Paran, Blackmill. I wrote to

the secretary of raran; anc when I visited Slackmill in April 19¢2,

’ | I was shown over the chapel by the caretaker, whom I had met by

chance in the village. He pointed out ay greg-grandfather's narne

d the pulpit and showed me his portrait, with

e i
b=

on the plaque behin

others, in a picture hanging in the vestry. I also called on one

joN
}_J
g
i._J
6]
1
ct
i3
o
&)
t
O

of the deacons, lir. Christopher John, who very kin

only copy of the booklet produced at tiae chapel's centenary in

1919, An extract from it, which I have translated and reproduced,

recounts something of umy great-grandfather's career and his con-

1

nection with the chapel.




In the early decades of the 19th century, when young Edmund

Jones knew it, Ystradyfodwg (as the Rhondda valley was then known)
was a very different place from what it later became. The great
coal-mining developments took place in the second half of that
century. Defore that Ystradyfodwg, as described by C.J.0.Evans
some forty years ago in his book on Glamorgan =

" . . . nust have been among the most beautiful of the

Principality's many gems of natural scenery; a place of
majestic mountains, deep, silent valleys and hurrying
streams; the haunt of rare fauna, equal to any of the
lovely passes still existing in mid and north Wales . . "

In those early days the small communities of rural Wales could
barely raise, or borrow, the money to build a chapel. They could
certainly not afford to pay their ministers a regular stipend on
which they could live, marry and raise a family. The ministers,
therefore, had to find some other way of earning a living. Some
plied a trade, others kept schools or ran small farms - it seems
that my great-grandfather tried his hand at both of the latter
occupations. He had been a schoolmaster at Tonyrefail, then a tutor
at Cwmsaebren (near the present-day Treherbert). While he was min-
ister at Paran he farmed at Llwynyriwrth on the hillside road above
Heolycyw. Then he went back to schoolmastering at Nantgarw and

Groeswen.

Exactly when EDMUND EDWARD JONES, the son, came back to the

area where he was born I do not know. His obituary notices in the
papers are zleasantly vague on the point. The National Coal Board
have told me that they have no records of the mining venture which
he is said to have managed, though their letter did suggest that it
was probably a small pit and likely to have been at 3rynna Gwynnon.
I have wondered whether his sister Caroline went with him to Pencoed
to act as his housekeeper. He married Mary James at the Tabernacle
in Cardiff in May 1860; the marriage certificate gives his age as 35

and hers as 42, Caroline Jones herself was married to Edward Morgan

in September 1860, also at the Tabernacle in Cardiff. DPossibly the one

es as housekeeper

H
[¢]

marriage prompted the other, since Caroline's serv

s
would no longer be needed. Xer married life turned out to be very

e )

different from that of a minister's household.

6]

In the 1841 census returns I found my great-grandparents and their

family living at Glyn Brynar, Mynyddislwyn. With two of their sons they

were living there again in 1871; four years later they died within 10
hours of each other at near-by Twynffilkins farm. Where they were in

1851 and 1861 I have failed to discover, Somewhere in the valleys of

East Glamorgan or West Gwent there may be living today the deseerndants of

some of their seven children of whose lives and fates I have no inkling.

2
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The Rev. EDMUND EDWARD JONES

and
PARAN Baptist Chapel, Blackmill

Although Edmund Edward Jones was not ordained at Paran,
Blackmill until 27th January 1823, on the same day that the churéh
was formally incorporated, he was by that time no stranger to the
loéality or to the church. The history of Paran, as related in the
centenary booklet 1819-1919, states that already in 1817, as a
schoolmaster then aged 25, he accompanied the Rev. Benjamin Davies
of Penyfai and Nebo'r Ystrad to take part in what was then a quite
customary service among the Baptists for naming and blessing (but
not sprinkling) a newly boran ckild at Glynogwr (Llandyfodwg). Con-
flict with the Methodists at Glynogwr led the Baptists there to seek
another place to hold their meetings and eventually they settled on
Blackmill. The chapel PARAN was ovened on 25th May 1819, The hist-
ory says that until 1823 the cause was under the care of the Rev,
Benjamin Davies, assisted by Mr. Edmund Jones, who is thought poss-

ibly to have moved to the district in 1821, although he himself
said later that he did so in 1823.

The booklet, which is wholly in Welsh, devotes a chapter to
short biographies of each of its ministers. The following is a

translation of the section on =

The Rev, EDMUND EDWARD JONES. He was the second minister here,

although he was the first to be formally recognised as such. He
was ordained here on 27th January 1823 an the day the church was
formally incorporated. We must quote now as follows from "YSTRAD-
IANA™ by the Rev, J.Rufus Williams.

"This beloved 0ld brother was born in the parish of Risca, Mon-
"mouthshire, at a place called Groesheol, near Pontycymer,? in
"the year 1792. He was baptised in the old baptistry in the
"burial ground of Capel Cefn Ty'r Marchog, Basaleg, by the Rev.
"James LEdmunds, the joint minister at that time with the vener-
"ableJohn Hier, who was then incapable of baptising because of
"his infirmity. That was in 1810, when Mr., Jones was 20 vears (?2)
"of age. About the year 1815 Mr. Jones sought to keep a day school
"and he moved to Tonyrefail to do so, where he remained for about
"a year (lMorien refers to this in his History of Tonyrefail).
"While he was living there he became a member of the church at
"Ystradyfodwg (in the Rhondda valley) and he resorted there every
"Sabbath'" as he said in his very kind letter to us, '"to hear the

"gospel being preached by the Rev. Benjamin Davies from Penvfai,

"under whose care the church was at that period, After a sojourn

= This is a probably a mistake for PONTYMISTER
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"of about a year at Tonyrefail I had an invitation from a gentle-
man named William Davies of Cumsaebren to go as tutor to his large
"family, who were ten in number. In the year 1819 I was exhorted

"by the church at Ystradyfodwg, where I was & member, to start

"accustoming myself to preaching, but I did not venture to fall in
“ywith their request for some months; then as they persisted in their
tdemands I decided that T would make an attempt at it on the next
ntfellowship evening', on condition that nothing was said about it
"to anyone until such time as the church might appreciate that I

"had in me some qualification for the great work of preaching the word
% gnd the precepts of the All Highest. I preached at the two follow-
"ing fellowship meetings, while the neighbourhood generally knew
"nothing about the new preacher. On the Sunday after that the one
"who had sent his acceptance (to preach) failed to keep his promise.
"In view of the disappointment and as the people were expecting a
"preacher, two of the deacons came to me and pressed me to break free
"of every restraint and to preach publicly. I was most nervous and
nfearful of consenting to their request; but I promised to do =0 if
"only they would start the meeting and not say anything about me in
"conducting the service. They appointed me to preach to them every
"Sabbath after that, except for communion Sundays, when Mr. Davies
"yould be officiating. That 1asted for some four years, and I rec-

"ejved nothing from them for my efforts. I 1lived most comfoxably

nat Cwmsaebren, in the house of Mr. William Davies, for six years.
"I 1eft in 1823 to take charge of the church at Paran, Blackmill.

"I stayed there for three years, then I returned to Ystrad, but by
"then the schoolchildren had become rather scarcer. Towards the
"end of the year I received a call to keep 2 school at Naantgarw

"and Groeswen from Mr. Thomas from the Aber and MNr. Francis of Aber-
wgpidwr. 1 was there for thirteen years, comfortably. Then I left
“Glamorgan, returning to Monmouthshire, the old county of ny birth,
"on being called by the church of SILOAM, Machen. From there I
itmoved to Blackwood. 1 am now close on 74 years of age, the oldest

"pinister in Monmouth county."

In these words this good old brother recounted the events of
his career in bygone times. Seeing his officiating relationship
with Paran, we do not understand why he was named '‘Jones, Blackmill®
in SEREN GOMER, page 316, in October 1821, in connection with an
ordination at Llancarfan. It may be that the old man at 74 was a little
hazy about some dates, but he was certainly, as we have seen, of great
assistance to Mr. B.Davies in founding the cause in Paran. He little
realised that among the children he taught at that timewas cne of his

successors at Paran, namely Hopkin Jenkins. No doubt by now he has

\ taken his full reward for every cervice and sacrifice he made in those



days. An affectionate and respected place is given to his name

on our memorial plaque a% the centenary celebrations.

@ W wm w e m e wm e e m e o w o e

NOTE: 1In the Gwent Record Office at Cwmbran there is a file of
articles, and some draft articles, dealing with the
history of various Baptist churches in the county. One
of these is about SILOAM, Machen, and it states that -
"Mr., E.JONES of Blackwood took charge of the churchk (i.e.
"SILOAM) in 1836. The members in 1840 were about 40, and
“"the school 70, Mr. Jones left in 1843, , ,m

The Record Office also has in its archives a copy of
the centenary handbook, 1976, of the Mount Pleasant Bavptist
church at Blackwood. According to this publication, the
English Baptist church, which is called Mount Pleasant, was
first founded in 1876. There seems to be no doubt that the
church of which the Rev. Edmund Edward Jones was minister
was LIBANUS, the Welsh Baptist church, whose chapel, accord-
ing to the inscription on it in 1983, was built in 1829. It
was still functioning as a chapel shortly before the Second
World War, and may have continued after the war ended, but it
had been abandoned and was partly derelict when it was offered
by the Welsh Baptist Union to Mount Pleasant. They accepted
the building and, having raised the necessary finance, they
have now successfully converted the chapel-into a conference
centre for Christian youth, most of the work having been done
by Community Industries. With the anglicisation of the Gwent
coal-mining valleys the Welsh-speaking membership of Libanus
must have faded quietly away,

Before I had been to Cwmbran or to Blackwood and found ocut all this,

I wrote in May 1982 to the secretary of Mount Pleasant Baptist chap=-
el, a Mr., Norman, asking whether there had ever been any other chap-
els belonging to the Baptist denomination at Blackwood and whether

he could give me any information about my great-grandfather. A4is usual
I enclosed a stamped. addressed envelone for his reply; but no reply
came., I learned later that Mr. Norman had moved to the S5.E. of England
but no doubt he sent on my letter to the new chapel secretary., In the
following SeptemberIl wrote to the minister at Mount Pleasant, a HMr.
Young, with a cony of the letter I had written to lir. Norman. Again

I enclosed a stamped. addressed envelope, but again there was no reply.
It was in April 1983 that I visited Cwmbran. At the Record Office
there one of the archivists told me of a Rev. Pierce Jones who often
researched there in connection with a nistory of the Baptists of

Gwent he was compiling and suggested I should telephone him, which I
did. He seemed interested and willing tc help, so I wrote to hinm
after I was home with copies of what I already had about the Rev, E.E.
Jones, and once more a stamped, addressed envelove, Once more no
reply came. I have sometimes wondered if there was something odd
about my great-grandfather, which people were reluctant o tell me.
Whether or not that was so, the impression I was left with was that
clearly some degree of oddness prevailed among the present-day Bap-
tists of Gwent.

—
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Mawrth 12, 1875,

MARWOLAETH Y PARCH. E. B, Jox
COED-DUON, B,

Gwnaeth angen dala ymweliad A'r ffermd

' Twynﬂi-lkinu, ger Coed-duen, Sabboth, Chwef-
, ror 21ain, a chymmeraodd anwyl briod y Parch,
: L. E. Jones, ar ol cystudd byr, i fordd yr holl

dd.nour; ac yn mhen deg awr ar ol ej anwyl

briod, cymmerodd ein parchus hea dad, gef y
anrch. E. E. Jones, ei hedfa i'w artref tragy.

wyddol, ar ol taith grefyddol deilwng o'i bro-
ffes.  Yr oeddent wedi, cychwyn yn fore ;
treulfasant yn agos trivgain miynedd daa yr
ian 'bnod'nlol. ac ychydig yn ychwaneg dan yr
inai Grist, mewn modd cysson a difwlch, ac
bonasant yor yr Tesa wedi cyrhaedd yr oedran
addfed—Mr, Jones yn 83, a Mrs, Jones yn 80
miwydd oed.  Trenliodd Mr. Jones 56 mlynedd
ya y weinidogaeth, a ba o wir ddefnydd yn
llm? el Feistr mawr i eanill cannoedd” o
eneidian at y Gwaredwr bendigedig, Trwy ei
!ufur ef cychwynwyd amryw eglwysi newydd.
lon yn Morganwg a Mynwy, megys Pentyrch,
Tongwynles, &o. Carwn yo fawr i ryw frawd
oymhwys ddyfod & chofiant teilwng i'r tad a'r
fam hyn yn Iarael,

——

—

T

SEREN CYMRU 12th March 1875
Death of the Rev. E.E. JONES, Blackwood

Death paid a visit to the farmhouse, Twynffilkins, near Blackwood,
on Sunday 21st February, and took the beloved wife of the Rev. E.E.
Jones, after a short illness, the way of all the earth; and ten

. hours after his dear wife our venerable father, the Rev. E.E.JONES
took his flight to his eternal home, after a devout journey worthy
of his profession. They had set out early; they spent nearly sixty
years under the marital yoke, and rather more under the yoke of
Christ, in a manner consistent and unbroken, and fell asleep in Jesus
after attaining the promised age - Mr. Jones 83 and Mrs. Jones 30
vears of age. Mr, Jones spent 56 years in the ministry and wss
veritably an instrument in the hands of his great Master to win
hundreds od souls to the blessed Redeemer. Through his labours
several new churches were founded in Glamorgan and Monmouthshire,
such as Pentyrch, Tongwynlas, etc. We should dearly love some suit-
ably qualified brother to produce a memoir worthy of this father and
mother in Israel.

4L




JENKIN MCRCAN and the TRUMANS

The baptisms of four children of Jenkin and Ann Morgan are
in the Coychurch parish rezister, though oddly that of the eldest
son, Jenkin, is again missing. There is nc doubt about him, however,
as he appears in the 1841 census return living with his parents at
Groes Farm. For cuite a long time I did not discover his marriage,
which took place in February 1847 2t Llansannor to Elizabeth Jane
Truman of Pantylliwydd in that parish. The one odd thing about the
marriage certificate is that Jenkin is described in it as '"shopkeeper"
and his residence is given as "Bridgend", but the name and occupation
of his father are correct and the register was signed by Jenkin's

sister, Ann Morgan.

Hy

The Trumans were quite a historic family. The first of them
to appear on the Glamorgan scene was a certain Richard Truman, a
Northampton man, said to tave been apprenticed to a saddler, who was
a trooper in the Cromwellian army. Le rose to be a lieutenant, came
to Glamorgan under Col. Philip Jones of Fonmon and in due course he
settled in Llantrisant. His great-grandson was Thomas Truman (1713=-
1786), a monumental mason, antiquary and genealogist, who married the
heiress of Pantylliwydd and settled there. The mother of Jenkin
Morgan's wife Elizabeth was lMrs., Jane Truman, a widow, who was a
relative of the Methodist preacher, Edward Matthews, and eventually
she ©ecame his first wife. Here I will quote some passages I have
translated from the Welsh of "EDWARD MATTHEWS TWENNI'Y by J.J.Mbrgan,
published in 1922,

Pages 35-2

"In 1833 Edward lMatthews came to the neighbourhood of Penllin
from Hirwaun (where he had been : or&ﬂng) His new home was
Pantylliwydd. Nrs. Truman, the owner and occupier of FPant-
ylliwydd, was a cousin of his father; her maiden name had been
Miss Alexander and her home close to St.Mary Church, between
Cowbridge and St.Athan. She had been a widow for six years
and supposing her young relative would be of help to her with
the farm, she invited him to make his home there. At the time
she was 37 years old and had three children, two girls and a
seven year old son. The Trumans, like the Matthewses, had
been a family of good lineage tnat had seen better times. They
nad once possessed considerable estates, but from tinme to time
the family had been obliged to sell farm after farm, zand by this
time Pantylliwydd remaired as their only possess sion. There can
be seen on the wall of the little Lla nsannor church, opposite the
family graves, a sun-dial with an ins cription underneath it:

Sic tran¢4 gloriz mundi. T. Truman fecit
areh ye 10th 1741

The inherifcnce came to the family through the marriage
of that particular Thomas, the maker of the sun=-dial, with
lary, the heiress of Pantylliwydd. The eldest son was named




Thomas. The second son, William, died in 1831; he was

rector of Christon in Somerset. Thomas, the third of that
name , was the next heir in the chain, the husband of the
Mrs. Truman with whom we are concerned. He had four
brothers . . . » Mr. lruman was returning from Cowbridge
late on the evening of one market day and his body was

found dead on the road very early the next morning. It was
supposed he had been thrown by his mettlesome horse and fell
on his head; but since his purse was enpty it was feared by
some that he had fallen a victim to foul play, and there was
talk of a confession%ome years later by a highwayman and
nurderer under sentence of death that he had attacked lr.
Truman and had struck him down a corpse. He was not guite
forty years of age and the hair of his widow turned white in
a few days under such a dreadful blow."

Pages 66-67 (1343)

i

AT
|

"NWot many months went by after Matthews returned to his old
naunts before he took lrs. Jane Truman as his wife. I can
understand that it caused no little stir in the circle of his
acquaintance. It seems that there was as much talk about his
first marriage as there was about his second. There was some
reason for the talk and for the surprise. They had lived for
nine years by the same fireside without anyone prophesying or
imagining a closer relationship between them. She was a blood
relation of his and in addition was seventeen years older than
he was. Nevertheless the gulf between them was not as wide as
it appeared. For one thing he was much older and maturer than
his years and she was much younger and more sprightly. Her tread
was as light as that of a girl of nineteen, and for twenty years
after their marriage no one would think from looking at them
that they were other than of the same age. It was apparent that
their mutual love and respect was sincere and deep. The union
endured for decades without a cloud . . . . indeed until death
separated them. . . . lirs. Matthews was not only lively but
cretty in her person and dignified in her bearing . . . . She
wds a woman of considerable culture . . . . She spoke the Vale
of Glamorgan Welsh readily and attractively, though she preferred
English, and for that reason they conversed normally in English
in their home."

rs. Jane latthews died on 21st September 1890 at the age of 9k.

Edward Matthews married again in the following April, and he himself

died on 26th lovember 1892

The Pantylliwydd household appears as follows in the 1841

census return:-

Llansannor - Pantylliwydd

Jane Truman age 4O Farnmer
Mary Truman 15

Elizzbeth Truman 15

Thomas Truman 14

Edward Matthews 19) Minister
David Richard 45 Ag. Lab.
Jane Llewelin 153 Fem. Serv.

Ages shown in this census are not to be taken at their face value;

lirs, Truman would have been about 45 and Zdward Matthews 28,



After his marriage in 1847 Jenkin Morgan apparently went
back to farming. In the census return of 1851 I have found

him and his young family just outside Bridgend.

30th March 1851 Parish of Coity Lower : Bridgend
Street Name Relation Cond- Age Occupation Where
% House tc head ition born
Ewenny Rd. Jenkin QlMorgan Head mar. 31 Farmer Coychurch,
Clay Fits  mizabeth do wife do ay 1o dewss el
lansannor
Jenkin do son 2 Coity, Glam
Thomas T. do do 6 mos. do  do
Ann Jones serv. unn. 34 house serv.Llanfrynach,
Carms.
Jane Aston do do 12 do do Coity Glam
Timothy Prichard do do 25 Farm lab. Hilmalady,
Cork
John Morgan do do 24 do do Prengist, Pem
Henry Jones do do 12 do do Coity Glam

The family was not in that locality ten years later at the
next census, and regrettably I have not been able to discover any
trace of them anywhere else up to now. Nor have I found that
Jenkin's father, Jenkin Morgan of Groes Farm, left a will; in the
absence of which I presﬁme that his eldest son would have inherited
whatever real estate he possessed at his death. Whether Jenkin
Morgan the younger was still alive in 1872, or at his mother's death
in 1887, and whether he claimed his inheritance or caused what there

was left of it to be sold , remains unknown to me.




